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APPEAL BRIEF 
May It Please The Honorable Board: 
Sir: 

The Applicants appeal the final rejection of Claims 1 to 20, of 
the above-identified application in the Final Rejection mailed December 24, 
2003. The $330.00 fee for filing this Brief is to be charged to Deposit Account 
No. 07-0832. 

Applicants also request a three-month extension for reply for the 
filing of this appeal brief from June 16, 2004, the due date for which this 
appeal brief was due. The $950.00 fee for the extension is to be charged to 
Deposit Account No. 07-0832. 

Please charge any additional fee or credit any overpayment to 
the above-identified Deposit Account. 

Applicants do not request an oral hearing. 

REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest, the Assignee, is: 

Thomson Licensing S.A., 46 quai Alphonse La Gallo, Boulogne Billancourt. 
92100 FRANCE 

RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

There are no related appeals or interferences. 
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rtati IS OF T H E CLAIMS 

Claims 1 to 20 are rejected. 
Claims 1 to 20 are appealed. 

in the Appendix. 

Ql IMMARY OF C AjMFD MATTER 

Independent Claim 1 is a method tor a video decoder system that 
allows such a decoder to form a composrte electronic program a 
multiple sources. The process begins with the retrieval of access data from a 
memory (specification, page 1 1 , lines 6-20, and in other places) where the 
Access data is used to initiate a communication with a second source external 
to the decoder using such access data independently of a user command 
(specification, page 26, lines 9-1 1 . and in other places). Program guide 
nformation is received from the accessed second source (specif.cat.on, page 
10 lines 3-28, page 26, lines 14-25, and in other places) and is incorporated 
Into a program guide for display with other program guide informat.on 
(specification, page 26, lines 25-29, and in other places). 

Independent Claim 1 1 is a method for a video decoder system to 
receive program guide information from a first source for incorporation into a 
program guide. The method uses access data from a memory of the decoder 
(specification, page 1 1 , lines 6-20, and in other places) where such . access 
data is used to initiate communications with a peripheral device (which is 
used to communicate with the first source) independently of a user command 
(specification, page 26, lines 9-11, and in other places). The communicat,on 
with the peripheral device uses a communication protocol determined from 
the access data (specification, page 26, lines 14-1 8, and in other places). 
Program guide information is received from the peripheral device 
(specification, page 10, lines 3-28, page 26, lines 14-25, and in other places) 
and is incorporated into a program guide for display (specification, page 26, 
lines 25-29, and in other places). 

Independent Claim 1 7 is a method for a video decoder to receive 
information from a first source through a peripheral device. The method has 
the decoder retrieving request access data from a memory of the decoder 
(specification, page 11, lines 6-20, and in other places). The decoder then 
automatically communicates with the peripheral device in response to pre- 
established conditions such as the powering on of the decoder or a change in 
the number of peripheral devices attached to the decoder (specification page 
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oft I.„«131 Program guide information is retrieved from 
25, line 31 to page 26, line 13). P 9 (specification, 
the peripheral device through the > In emet ^ the 

retnevea program a" ■]_-. 05.29 and in other places), 

display (specification, page 26, imes « i» 

^ ^nur OF fin™ ™= RP.IgCTION 

filalms 1-16 are reacted under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over U.S. Patent 
5.863,67?* mZZ in'view O.U.S. Paten, 6.052,556.0 Sampssli. 

clalm s 17 and 16 are rejected unde, : » IU8XX |1MW 
Patent 5 883,677 to Hofmann In view of U.S. Patent 6,052.556 mo P 
^dtfurtherview of U.S. Paten. 5.991 .799 .0 Yen. 

Claims 19-20 are re)ected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a> over U.S. Patent 
5,683,^^ in view of U.S. Patent 6,052,556 ,0 Samps* 

rejection makes the following crucial errors. 

^unSr plated W said deodar ^r** - ^ 

or in combination. 

access -a - « ,n order* 
. tn rprPiva the initial program information, as wen as me aau « 

He ^"^ 0, aclbus network .0 transmit the program 

information to the database." 

The operation of Hofmann in order to receive EPG '^^ a f"^ 
d «vice such as gateway 1 1 0, telco interface 31 2. or coax cable bus node 322 
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to receive a data signal and to process such a signal into a format compatible 
with the CEBus format. It is noted that the CEBus structure is 'mplemented 
over a CXBus network, "to facilitate the exchange of data and control 
information over the coax medium within a home," (Hofmann, col. 4, lines 3- 
11). Applicants note that the operation of the CEBus network ,s within a 
home as is not used as a means of communication for. initiating 
communication automatically between said decoder and a second source 
external to said video decoder using said access data." 

The Examiner in the Final Rejection acknowledges this deficiency in 
Hofmann (Final Rejection, page 4, line 18 to page 5 line 4) and cites to 
Sampsell as a television and consumer device network that, utilizes IEEE 
1394 USB and CEBUS to interconnect a number of diverse devices. 
Furthermore, the Examiner then writes that "because Sampsell makes use of 
the USB standard. A USB equipped device constant polls devices on the 
network, thus discovering when a new device is added to the network and 
then enables communications with that device." Finally, the Examiner takes 
official notice that "automatic synchronization of data is well know m the art 
(for example synchronizing email between a laptop and a home computer). 

Applicants have not claimed a step of "automatic synchronization" as 
suggested by the Examiner in Claim 1, but rather a step of -.nit.ating 
communication between said decoder and a second source external to said 
video decoder using said access data; said communication being initiated by 
said decoder independently of a user command." The synchronization that 
the Examiner refers to in Sampsell is the synchronization of peripheral 
devices connected to a computer. For example, the USB standard is used to 
connect a peripheral device to a computer using a serial bus. The polling 
function of the USB standard is used to recognize new devices that are 
connected to the computer. The polling function of peripheral devices in 
Sampsell in view of the USB standard however is not the same thing as using 
a gateway device 110 or telco interface 312 to communicate with a device 
over a cable or telephone line, as described in Hofmann. 

The communication with a device over a cable or telephone line in 
Hofmann is not the same a recognizing a peripheral device connected to a 
computer using the USB bus standard, in the manner suggested by the 
Examiner Therefore, even if one would apply the polling function of 
recognizing new device of USB with the system of Hofmann; Hofmann would 
only recognize that a gateway device 110. telco interface 312, or a coax cable 
bus node 322 was physically connected to the system of Hofmann. There is 
no disclosure or suggestion in Hofmann and Sampsell, alone or in 
combination, that the recognition of a physically connected device would then 
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"initiating communication automatically between said decoder and a second 
source external to said video decoder using said access data" where upon 
such a communication, program guide information is retrieved from the 
second source (as claimed in step C of Claim 1). 

In order to anticipate the claimed method listed above, the combined 
system of Hofmann and Sampsell would then require the teachings of the 
present invention to initiate a second communication by using the claimed 
access data "to communicate with "a second source external to said video 
decoder" as in Claim 1. This use of access data is neither suggested nor 
disclosed In Hofmann and Sampsell, alone or in combination, nor is the 
Official Notice taken by the Examiner support this claimed step, either. 

For the reasons given above, Claim 1 is believed to overcome the 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), and Applicants request that the rejection 
of this claim be withdrawn. Rejected independent Claim 1 1 is patentable for 
substantially the same reasons given above for Claim 1 , Additionally, 
dependent Claims 2-10, and Claims 1 2-1 6 are patentable as these claims 
depend on Independent Claims 1 and 11, respectively. Applicants request 
that the rejection of Claims 2-16 be withdrawn 



THE 35 U.S.C- S 103 REJECTION OF C LAIMS 17 to 20 

THE 35 U.S.C. § 103 REJECTION OF CLAIMS 17 and 18 

Reversal of the rejection of Claims 17 and 18 under 35 U.S.C §1 03(a) 
over U.S. Patent 5,883,677 to Hofmann in view of U.S. Patent 6,052,556 to 
Sampsell in further view of U.S. Patent 5,991 ,799 to Yen is requested. The 
rejection makes the following crucial errors. 

Claim 17 claims the steps of "retrieving access data from memory, 
wherein said access data comprises request access data" from memory, 
"retrieving program guide information from said peripheral device", and 
"incorporating said program guide information provided by said first source 
and peripheral device Into a program guide for display, wherein said first 
source is accessed via the internet using said request access data". These 
claimed features are neither disclosed nor suggested in Hofmann, Sampsell, 
or Yen, alone or in combination. 

The communication with a device over a cable or telephone line in 
Hofmann is not the same a recognizing a peripheral device connected to a 
computer using the USB bus standard, in the manner suggested by the 
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Examiner. Therefore, even If one would apply the polling function of 
recognizing new device of USB with the system of Hofmann; Hofmann would 
only recognize that a gateway device 110, telco interface 312, or a coax cable 
bus node 322 was physically connected to the system of Hofmann. There is 
no disclosure or suggestion in Hofmann, Sampsell, and Yen, alone or in 
combination, that the recognition of a physically connected device would then 
"retrieve program guide information from said peripheral device" or receive 
program guide information from a first source "wherein said first source is 
accessed via the Internet using said request access data". 

Furthermore, the operation of the USB standard does not infer how 
once connected, a peripheral device would be used to "retrieve program 
guide information provided by a first source", even if one would use the 
teachings of Yen. Yen describes the operation of a system that obtaining 
program guide information from a source through an Internet access point 
112. Hence, by combining the systems of Hofmann, Sampsell, and Yen in 
the manner suggested by the Examiner, a peripheral device connected via 
USB to a computer would automatically know to use request access data to 
■direct a computer to a location of stored data" (Examiner's Official Notice in 
the rejection). The operation of a USB device being recognized by the device 
that the USB device is connected to is unrelated and does not suggest that 
such a USB device would also use request access data to access information 
on the Internet (in the manner suggested by the Examiner) unless the ^ 
Examiner applies the teachings of the present invention to modify the cited 
references. 

For the reasons given above for Claims 1 and 1 7, Claim 1 7 is believed 
to overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C § 103(a), and Applicants request 
that the rejection of this claim be withdrawn. Additionally; dependent Claim 
1 8 Is patentable as this claim depends on Independent Claim 17. Applicants 
request that the rejection of Claim 18 be withdrawn 

THE 35 U.S.C. § 103 REJECTION OF CLAIMS 19 and 20 

Reversal of the rejection of Claims 1 9 and 20 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) 
over U.S. Patent 5,883,677 to Hofmann in view of U.S. Patent 6,052,556 to 
Sampsell is requested. The rejection makes the following crucial errors. 

For the reasons given above for Claims 1 and 17, Claims 19 and 20 
are believed to overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), and 
Applicants request that the rejection of this claims be withdrawn. Additionally, 
Claims 19 and 20 are patentable as these claim depend on Independent 
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Claim 17. Applicants .equas, M the region of Claim 19 and 20 be 

withdrawn 

Accordingly, the Applicants submit that the application is in cordon 
for allowance. Respectfully submitted, 

JAMES E.HAILEY.ETAL. 



By: Jo« A Fogelson, Attorney 
Registration No. 43,613 
609/734-6809 



Patent Operations 

Thomson Multimedia Licensing, Inc. 

P.O. Box 5312 

2 Independence Way 

Princeton, New Jersey 08543 

September 16, 2004 
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A ppEAj = EQ_CL£iM§ 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



in a video decoder system for receiving 
1. (previously presented) ln a *° a me thod for forming a 

,„„ a second source external » w independently of a user 

said communication being «^ »^ « 

— dM r— /pr^ "guide — n from sa« second 

— i " d d, inoorporaflng sea progran, ^ * 

Ml d fire, and second sources ,n,o a program gu.de .or d,s Pl ay. 

to preprogrammed instructions of a processor. 

• .v^thnri according to claim 1 wherein, in step (b) 
3 ' — r^Uated in response on a repetitive b as,s 

in response to preprogrammed Instructions of a processor. 

4. (origin*,, A method socording to Caim 1^ * ^ a) 

said communication is mruated n »»P°™»" _ , devk . e . 

power-up of said decoder, and b) power-up of an attached penp 
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5 (original) A method according to claim 1 further including the step of 

detecting a change in number or type of periphera. devces 
connected to said decoder. 

6 (original) A method according to claim 5 wherein in step (b) 

said communication is initiated in response to said change. 

7 (original) A method according to claim 5 wherein 

said step of initiating communication is performed on a 
repetitive basis in response to preprogrammed processor instruction for sa.d 
detecting of said change. 

8 (original) A method according to claim 5 wherein 

said change is detected in response to configuration data 
identifying a periphera. device attached to said decoder and P™«°«J™ 
one of; a) User data entry, and b) said received program guide informat.on. 

9 (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein 

said step of initiating communication is performed in response 
to pre-stcred configuration data identifying a peripheral device attached to 
said decoder. 

10 (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein 

said first source is one of a) a satellite broadcast source, b) a 
terrestrial broadcast source, and c) a cable broadcast source, and 

. said second source is one of a) a storage source, b) an Internet 
source, c) a computer network source, and d) a source accessible v.a 
telephone lines. 
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comprising data memory ; 

b au^nJU identifying a peripheral device attached » sa,d 
decoder, said n being inKated by said decc4er*dependen.ly o, a 

1" Command — — - * ^ ^coder and said 

d ^ ined, T^"ogl 9 uide —ion from said periphera, 

*** ^ .) incensing -id program guide ***** P£*W W 
said fire, source and periphera. device into a program gu.de for d,sp,ay. 

r ^:rr r=d t: =^r^ 

said first source. 

, a. (criginai) A me*,od according to claim 1 1 further including the **P 

°' polling via a decoder communication link to determine whether 

said peripheral device is attached to said decoder talk. 

,4. (origins.) A method according to claim 11 further including the step 
identifying a change in number or type of peripheral devices 
connected to said decoder. 



1 2 



PAGE 12/15 ' RCVD AT 9/1612004 3:09:29 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/9 » DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:609 734 6888 * DURATION Qnm$0MO 



SEP 16 2004 15:13 FR THOMSON MM LICENSING09 734 6888 TO 8.17038729306.53 P. 13 

* lt PATENT 

11 RCA 88,469 

Serial No. 09/402,517 

M „„ to Haim 1 4 wherein In step (c) 

16 .(ori g inaO A «^?^f™2£Zto. b) a device 
said peripheral devio. . - . or cable broadc a S «ng 

accessible via telephone lines. 

Mnl#d v , n a video decoder system for receiving 
n7 , (previously presented) In a v, for fomV , ng a 

' m ^ Q * m ^L 9 access data trom memory, wherein — — 
data comprises request access data; between said decoder 

^ a peripheral device Tf^^jS«d^ «) P°-r-up - — 
of the ft*** cordons: , P°^°» S re '. programrne d command from a 
a «ached peripherai = * (Jevicea , and 

decoder processor, iv) cnange rfm<irpS . 

— ' ^ d) «n»-n. said ^^X^^ 
access data. 

„ (previous* presented, A me*od accords to claim 17 wherein 
said ^access daia comprises a Uniterm resource iocato, 

to said second source. 
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data ™ - — - — - — da,a *° r "~" 

access to said peripheral device. 
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APPE NDIX H 

Hofmann, U.S. Patent # 5,883.677, issued March 18. 1999 
Yen et L, U.S. Patent # 5.991 ,799, issued November 23, 1999 
Sampse,., U.S. Patent # 6,052.556. issued Apri, 18, 2000 
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